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Ronald E. Brown received his Ph.D. from 
the University of Michigan in 1984. He 
teaches classes in African-American Politics, 

Parties and Elections, Public Opinion and in American 
Politics. Dr. Brown’s current research examines racial 
differences and the influence of age and social learning 
on perceptions of African American political influence. His 
publications include “The Effects of Religious Messages on 
Racial Identity and System Blame Among African Americans” 
(Journal of Politics, 1995) “Political Action” in James S. 
Jackson’s Life in Black America (Sage, 1991), “Severity of 
Conditions, Racial Identification and Voting Among the Black 
Elderly” (with R. Nacoste) in Roles and Resources of the Black 
Elderly, and “Racial Belief Systems, Religious Guidance, and 
African American Political Participation” (with Dawson and 
Allen) in The National Political Science Review. Professor Brown 
was awarded the Probus Club Academic Achievement Award 
for Social Sciences and Humanities in 1994.
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AFRICAN DEMOCRACY PROJECT: Ghana
On December 2 through 14, 2012, 10 Wayne State University students and 
two graduate mentors traveled with Dr. Reid to Ghana in an intensive study 
of three critical elements of political communication during the presidential 
election year: (1) Salient public policy issues as identified by Ghanaian 
citizens; (2) Modes of political communication by citizens, civic-activists and 
political leaders; and (3) Possible conflicts or consensus about public issues. 
Students completed a series of vigorous exercises exploring the contemporary 
international connections between Ghana and the United States.
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